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We all need to be climate activists now
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What is climate action?
How can we step up our efforts as professionals, as humans?

“stepped-up efforts to reduce greenhouse gas emissions 
and strengthen resilience and adaptive capacity to climate-
induced impacts, including: climate related hazards in all 
countries; integrating climate change measures into national 
policies, strategies and planning; and improving education, 
awareness-raising and human and institutional capacity with 
respect to climate change mitigation, adaptation, impact 
reduction and early warning.”

United Nations Development Programme

https://sdghelpdesk.unescap.org/learn-more-about-climate-action


“What we’re being told to do is change your cotton buds and all these pathetic 
micro-consumerist b*llocks which just isn’t going to get us anywhere. There are 
one or two things you can do as a consumer which do make change:
switch to a plant-based diet, that’s one – big change because animal farming 
has this massive environmental impact; another one – stop flying. But beyond 
that, actually everything we have to do is change the system; we have to 
overthrow this system which is eating the planet” George Monbiot

https://youtu.be/ycgOV72Sris?si=CWUTzfgFu1MYCn-x


“Think of your climate 
shadow as a dark shape 
stretching out behind you. 
Everywhere you go, it goes 
too, tallying not just your air 
conditioning use and the gas 
mileage of your car, but also 
how you vote, how many 
children you choose to 
have, where you work, 
how you invest your 
money, how much you talk 
about climate change, and 
whether your words 
amplify urgency, apathy, 
or denial.” Emma Pattee

“by promoting the carbon footprint as the single most 
important thing for concerned citizens to focus on, the fossil 
fuel industry ensured that we wouldn’t put our energy 
toward what truly matters: collective action and activism”

https://www.mic.com/impact/forget-your-carbon-footprint-lets-talk-about-your-climate-shadow


Conscientious professionalism

Personal behaviours

Professionally challenging

Direct action

https://www.transportxtra.com/publications/local-transport-today/news/72350/dft-told-to-release-forecast-traffic-levels-behind-net-zero-projections/
https://vegsoc.org/info-hub/why-go-veggie/environment/
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1009448/decarbonising-transport-a-better-greener-britain.pdf
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/columnists/2023/04/18/just-stop-oil-snooker-protest-activists-know-nothing/


Let’s take the temperature
in the room











So how are we doing?



20 September 2023

https://www.theguardian.com/world/2023/sep/20/antonio-guterres-un-climate-summit-gates-hell


“To keep the 1.5-degree 
limit agreed in Paris within 
reach, we need to cut 
global emissions
by 45 percent this decade” 
(below 2010 levels)

https://www.climaterealityproject.org/blog/why-
15-degrees-danger-line-global-warming 

“at 2 degrees, we start 
getting into scenarios that 
make most dystopian 
horror movies look like 
children’s colouring books”

UN Secretary General, 4 April 2022

https://www.climaterealityproject.org/blog/why-15-degrees-danger-line-global-warming
https://www.climaterealityproject.org/blog/why-15-degrees-danger-line-global-warming
https://www.un.org/sg/en/content/sg/statement/2022-04-04/secretary-generals-video-message-the-launch-of-the-third-ipcc-report-scroll-down-for-languages
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2023/mar/02/co2-emissions-may-be-starting-to-plateau-global-energy-watchdog-iea


The mother of all social dilemmas in an age of nationalism



But the grown ups 
will make it all better,

won’t they?



next year could be the 
year in which greenhouse 

gas emissions at last 
reach their peak

https://www.theguardian.com/environment/ng-interactive/2023/nov/29/cop28-what-could-climate-conference-achieve


Mr Al Jaber accepted that achieving that will 
require deep emissions cuts.

"We need solid solutions for a 43% cut in 
emissions by 2030, because that is exactly what 
the science is telling us," he said.

But for many in the audience that commitment 
rang hollow, not least because Mr Al Jaber's oil 
company has bold expansion plans over the 
same period.

It plans to increase capacity by 600,000 barrels a 
day by 2030 and is spending $150bn in the 
process.

COP28 - The grown ups are meeting again

1 November 2023

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/science-environment-67271688


21 September 2023

Politics and Mainstream Media –
an unholy alliance of grown ups?



"We're going to stop the left-wing radical racists and 
perverts who are trying to indoctrinate our youth, and 
we're going to get their Marxist hands off our children.
"We're going to defeat the cult of gender ideology and 
reaffirm that God created two genders: men and women. 
We're not going to allow men to play women's sports."

Culture wars and populism are raging

29 January 2023

https://news.sky.com/story/donald-trump-kicks-off-his-2024-white-house-bid-and-says-hes-more-committed-than-ever-12798089


"Hooked on their status as the 
adults in the room, there is a 
neediness to the insiders and a 
distorted quality to the lens 
through which they see the 
world...however they might 
pride themselves on being the 
grown-ups, there is something 
about them that resembles 
overgrown children."

By Dougald Hine

We ARE the grown ups

https://www.linkedin.com/posts/glenn-lyons_i-feel-a-low-level-sense-of-grief-for-the-activity-7044214285173977089-93uy?utm_source=share&utm_medium=member_desktop
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/glenn-lyons_when-we-thought-grown-ups-were-in-charge-activity-7046010801769357312--YcV?utm_source=share&utm_medium=member_desktop


by 1200+ experts

Global Risks Perception Survey 
responses collected from

7 Sep to 5 Oct 2022

https://www3.weforum.org/docs/WEF_Global_Risks_Report_2023.pdf


Surely the public are
very concerned?



https://extinctionrebellion.uk/the-big-one/


Earth Day 2023

Yeah, whatever

https://www.bigissue.com/news/activism/not-a-single-arrest-made-during-extinction-rebellions-four-day-the-big-one-protest/
https://www.euronews.com/green/2023/04/24/the-big-one-climate-protest-who-were-they-and-what-did-it-achieve


A cocktail of profit, power, politics, people and planet in a MSM glass

https://extinctionrebellion.uk/2023/04/24/the-big-ones-message-to-the-government-you-had-your-chance-now-were-stepping-it-up/
https://www.gbnews.com/news/extinction-rebellion-leader-diesel-car-shopping
https://www.gbnews.com/news/extinction-rebellion-rally-diesel-lorry


October 2023

What do you see as the most/other important issues facing Britain today?

Bumpety bump…
Monthly tracker…

So much (else) to worry about

https://www.ipsos.com/sites/default/files/ct/news/documents/2023-10/Oct23_Issues%20Index_charts_PUBLIC.pdf
https://www.ipsos.com/sites/default/files/ct/news/documents/2023-08/Issues%20Index_Aug23%20CATI_PUBLIC.pdf
https://www.ipsos.com/sites/default/files/ct/news/documents/2023-10/Oct23_Issues%20Index_charts_PUBLIC.pdf


Denial
Anger
Bargaining
Depression
Acceptance

Two forms of denial at work – more anger on the horizon?

“Observers and experts 
were dismayed as 
seemingly all but one 
candidate onstage during 
the first 2024 Republican 
presidential primary 
debate seemed to deny 
the universal scientific 
consensus that human 
behaviour is causing the 
climate crisis”

https://www.independent.co.uk/climate-change/news/nikki-haley-ramaswamy-climate-change-republican-debate-b2398660.html


So what can I do?



Consider within your role(s) 
the nature and extent of 
agency you have and your 
risk appetite

Ag
en

cy

Risk appetite

Sitting Prime Minister wanting to get re-elected?

Retired cleaner prepared to go to jail? 

Then within these 
parameters bring 
constructive challenge
to bear



“a capacity and willingness to 
question the appropriateness 
or robustness of orthodox 
approaches, consider how 
they might be improved or 
how alternative approaches 
might (also) be introduced”

Constructive challenge – is now expected in a transport planning professional

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rGQB7QSYFoY&ab_channel=CIHTUK
https://www.ciht.org.uk/knowledge-resource-centre/resources/futures/
https://www.ciht.org.uk/media/14050/10-year-review-of-tpp-competencies-glenn-lyons-july-2018.pdf


No Snowflake in an 
Avalanche Ever 
Feels Responsible

h/t Stephen Cragg

https://quoteinvestigator.com/2022/04/26/snowflake/


Focus on system change 
and influence others’ 
behaviours by
your behaviours
not by judging their 
behaviours

https://quoteinvestigator.com/2022/04/26/snowflake/
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/glenn-lyons_climatechange-virtualconferences-lowcarbonfuture-activity-7017852662859616256-waEm?utm_source=share&utm_medium=member_desktop
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aZAljG8kVyo


We’ve begun to institutionalise climate change and lean on regulation and pathways 
of intend instead of confronting reality with honesty and transparency.

To help people find their place in the climate conversation there is a need to begin 
with the things that matter to them in their lives and then invite them to discover how 
these connect to the climate crisis.

We can’t leave this to someone else because the authoritarianism and fascism is 
creeping in at an ever-increasing rate.

“If you think it’s risky speaking up in a meeting, consider the risk of food 
supply collapsing and our economy falling over – recalibrate your risk and 
upscale your risk to discover what you’re capable of.”

“When you are in that situation where you’ve been handcuffed, being led 
away by the police, you feel this tremendous sense of peace coming over 
you.”



I feel very much on this 
spectrum between 

wanting to be seen as 
credible and have 

influence vs speaking the 
unvarnished truth / calling 

things out.



🤘🤘 Your mental health and wellbeing should be 
your top priority

🤘🤘 It can take a long time to be confident being 
you but it's worth it

🤘🤘 When you are your authentic self you speak 
with conviction and grow credibility

🤘🤘 “A comfort zone is a wonderful place but 
nothing ever grows there”

Finding and being your authentic self

https://www.linkedin.com/posts/glenn-lyons_diversityinclusionequity-authenticity-valuesmatter-activity-7029355154504040449-dEbK?utm_source=share&utm_medium=member_desktop
https://www.linkedin.com/in/hannah-smart-3a108217/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/hannah-smart-3a108217/
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/glenn-lyons_the-only-way-is-ethics-being-true-to-yourself-activity-7039140647181656064--4_4?utm_source=share&utm_medium=member_desktop


Hope is not about 
making people feel 
more comfortable, 
hope is being 
honest and facing 
our fears

2021

https://www.linkedin.com/posts/glenn-lyons_we-need-to-talk-about-honesty-with-greta-activity-6865911960056287232-9TvQ


Make your capacity to 
influence count –

Younger generations
are counting on you! 
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